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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ^ | 

WASHINGTON 25. D, C. * 



2 3 APR 1962 


MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT : MILITARY NEWS : "The Laying of Mine Fields 

in Winter", by Lieutenant-Colonel G. 

Mishustin 


1. Enclosed is a verbatim translation of an article which 
appeared in the Soviet Ministry of Defense publication Collection 
of Articles of the Journal Military News ( Voyennyy Vestnik ). 

This publication is classified SECRET by the Soviets, and the 
issue in which this article appeared was distributed to officers 
from regimental commander upward. 


2. In the Interests of protecting our source, this material 
should be handled on a need-to-know basis within your office. 
Requests for extra copies of this report or for utilization of 
any part of this document in any other form should be addressed 
to the originating office. 





Richard Helms 
Deputy Director (Plans) 
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Original: The Direc|:or of Central Intelligence 


cc: The Director of Intelligence and Research, 
Department of State 


The Director, Defense Intelligence Agency 

The Director for Intelligence, 

The Joint Staff 


The Assistant Chief of Staff 
Department of the Army 


for Intelligence, 


The Director of Naval Intelligence 
Department of the Navy 


The Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence 
U. Air i'orce 


The Director, National Security Agency 

Director, Division of Intelligence 
Atomic Energy Commission 

National Indications Center 

Chairman, Guided Missiles and Astronautics 
Iniielligence CJoinini't’tee 


The Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 
Deputy Director for Intelligence 
Assistant Director for National Estimates 
Assistant Director for Current Intelligence 
Assistant Director for Research and Reports 
Assistant Director for Scientific Intelligence 
Director, 'National Photographic Interpretation Center 
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COUNTRY 

SUBJECT 


USSR 


MO^ARY NEWS: "The Laying of Mine Fields in Winter", 
by Lieutenant-Colonel G. Mlshustin 


DATE OP INFO: January 196I 


APPRAISAL OF 
CONTENT : 


SOURCE 


Documentary 
A reliable source (b) 


if ® verbatim translation of an article entitled 

This arti?ie°f Winter", by Ueutenant-Colonel 0 . Mishustln. 

^8 article ^appeared in Issue No. 34 , I96I of the Soviet militai^ 

Of Artic les of the Journal Military Ne ws 
y nnyy This publication is classified SECRET^by the Soviets 

and is published by the USSR Ministry of Defense. 


«« to the Preface, Issue No. 34 was sent for tynesettins 

released to the printer on 25 January IQ6I. 
articles express the opinions of tteL ^thors 
® discussion. Distribution of Issue 

No. 34 was to officers from regimental commander upward. 
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by 

Lieutenantr Colonel G. Mtshustin 


were 1959-1960, several e;q)eriinental exercises 

° engineer troops of our district to seek 

and develc^ the most effective methods of laying mine fields in 
deep snow and with the minimum expenditure of labor and time/ 

IrriM ) depth of loose snow up to 6o cm, the antitank mines 

Mnwl^“but^r^S supports as recommended in the 

Mnual, but directly onto the enow, which was not even packed snow 

manSS mover was repeatedly driven over the mines laid in this 

ine use Of this method makes it possible to save a great deal of 
ime which previously was spent in the preparation, bringing un 

ob“vlalS"fhe°'need -?ioS SfinftSy 

raskl^lLS). Btne-Oayiag trailers (prltaepnoy Mnnyy 

/in ^ antitank aOnea 

5 tracked vehicles in snow with a depth of 

ssiu^a It was established that tracked vehicles with a 

Is sSfLiSr^ firoduce packing of the snow which 

effe^?i^n!“o S f missing/. A check of the combat 

effectiveness of mines laid in these tracks made in the snow fa tank 

anoa :T^rZr!l\o^ 

an cpp“S?unX?a"S2t^l tT^^rnS'Se^Skf 

ho^ar, to uaa a ntna-laylng trailer to«d ^ a t“LX ^Icie 

tove not aho™ poaltiva results teoauae the aldth S toaoj of the 

Th»3ore °fOT^tte°la^l'””^'^r*^ track of the tracked rehlcles 

inereiore, for the laying of mines at the exercises tha airtin-oa^-, 

ciupioyeu v&Ketch 1), into the body of the prime mover a pmr-^ 

SSef ^e^pii?a?^Mlth‘onl au\”°f Tll-teri^Jtiiank 

laid uith'hllr*-. -- 
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® 5 men. Humber 1 (the senior) 

standing on the sides of the vehicle, took the mines out of the ,, 
container and passed them accordingly on to numbers 4 and 5, who 

using as a gauge a length of wire (8 to 9 m) on each chute, lowered 
the mines onto the snow (Sketch 2). ^ 


-q of each successive mine was carried out when the 

end of the wire was level with the preceding mine laid. 


® density of 750 mines per 

kilometer and stretching up to 1.2 kilometers was laid by three such 

procedure of the teams is^shown in 
Sketch 3. The team took 30 minutes to reldad the container. 


fieldsman similarly be carried out employing 
mover vehicles— the ©^medium prime mover, heavy prime 

the s-'80“tractor and others. 

S TM-^LneB caTbe carried in the body 

fL 2viM*miSf tank ^ime movers, and tractS 


on comparison, under the same conditions an engineer platoon 

So ikn ® a mine field on supports, stretching 
130 to IkO linear meters along the front It turned out that bv thr ® 
mechanised method the work is done ten times more quickly. ^ 


+ Is well known that under winter conditions it is verv difficult 

to solve the problem of cemoufleg^pewl, laid mines aM Se"S^ 


«nAc-,A? When laid out, there was employed a 

ihSTlf^®® ijhcb^) (Sketch 5) which is somewhat 

tracks. Being fixed to the chute by metal wires the 
® camouflage layer of snow 10 to 15 cm thick over the 
mine. At the same time the track itself is :^rtly covered with snow. 


v,e camouflage the mine field, it is recommended that the terrain 
be churned up all around in advance by disturbing the top layers of 

fielSTndT^' P'«T>ose, in the sectors selected fir mine 

fiel^ and those adjacent to them, a nuniber of track marks are made 

«eSs' “■* ““ aeotSa th^ MS 
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Itoder conditions of deep snow cover, the troops will be 

“"ish clearance and on aUa. aerefore 
besides the antitank and antivehicle obstacles, it will be necessary 

would detonate .hen a aoldler 

e^erimental check showed that pressure antipersonnel mines 

ow, failed to explode when passed over by a soldier on skiL 

Hence, it is inadvisable to lay PIJ4-6. pmn pomv om dm/^ )■ 
antipersonnel tdnes In areas «th Intake snS^il!?^ ® 

a%STrtJu:tiraS?r12rLT^^^^^^ 

s“Js^e%rLlS“lnd^cs12f2sr’'- ““ - 

wir^. terrain covered by forest and shrub, all types of trln- 
^re antipersonnel mines can be utilized in the wlntS! bS S 

considered”^ thickness of the expected snow cover must be 
the sSai of thf s^!° 

i-^c. obstacles and particularly those of the explosive 

Tr^rdz r 

hTLre:r«“ could 
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Shield for camouflage 
of mines 



SKETCH 5 


1 . 

2 . 


Camouflage shield made of plate steel. 
Metal wires to attach it to the chute. 


1 to 2 mm In thicltness. 






